First off, we want to wish you a very merry Christmas and a wonderful new
year. We hope you enjoy a restful holiday season full of all the good things
this season has to offer!

As always, God has been good to our family. Mark and Grace still have
jobs, the kids are doing great in school, we have a roof over our head, and
eat way too much. We have absolutely nothing to complain about.

Grandpa

Unfortunately, and unexpectedly, Grandpa Hashisaka passed away in May this year. He has always
been a mainstay in our family and his presence will be sorely missed. Thankfully, he loved God and
is now with Him in paradise. It was stressful time, but God has been good.

Stephanie turned 10 late this year and is doing very

well in school. Her main activity is gymnastics. She

simply loves to tumble, flip, spin, and everything else

associated with the sport. She is also in the second year of competi-
tion and is very comfortable in front of a large crowd of spectators;
sporting several ribbons to prove it.

Tamlyn turned 6 this year and is very different from her sister. In-
stead of the finer arts of gymnastics, she is into more physical activi-
ties such as Karate. For a six year old, she is quite imposing, being
very tall for her age and she loves to intimidate her sister on a regu-
lar basis. In spite of being rough-n-tumble however, she gets
straight A’s in school and has a very sweet disposition.

In June, Stephanie jumped at the chance to attend a week-long gymnastics camp in upper Wisconsin with a few of
her teammates. It was her first time away from home by herself, but she quickly forgot about Mom, Dad, and sis —
especially when she got to personally meet Olympian Morgan Hamm. She enjoyed every minute of the camp and is
eagerly waiting to return next year.

In August, Stephanie’s friend invited her to go to an Adoption camp run by the
adoption agency we used for our adoptions. It was a 4-day camp in the upper north-
east corner of Pennsylvania — in the middle of nowhere — where they would discuss
common issues international adoptees face as well as doing the typical camp
activities. It was very eye-opening for Stephanie.

We decided to drive out there and took the opportunity to stop at the famous Cedar
Point amusement park in Ohio for a day of roller coaster thrills. Since Mark and the
girls love roller coasters (faster & bigger, the better), everybody had a great time.

While Stephanie was at Adoption Camp, Mark, Grace, and Tamlyn stayed in Jim Thorpe,

PA, right by the Poconos. It was a very relaxing trip where we got to do lots of sightseeing,

shopping and where Tamlyn took her first rafting trip. She did a great job steering the raft

through the rapids. Afterwards, we picked up Stephanie from Adoption Camp and headed

off to Niagara Falls on the way home. We rode the Maid of the Mist and walked the Cave of
the Winds among other things. The kids were thrilled!

As | said before, all in all we had a great year. Watching the kids grow up and
enjoying each day with the family has been a blessing. We hope your year was just
as wonderful and next year will be even better.

God Bless.
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